PROJECT ELEPHANT




Blackpool zoo Elephant History

Elephants have been resident at Blackpool
Zoo since it opened

Crumpl ed

Deci st on to stop our
of Elephant nglglng was taken in 2009

and a OProtected cont

implemented in the existing facility.

The freedom of movement allowed under
the O6Free contactodo sy
option and as such the current facility was

not deemed suitable for their long term
management.

Only one of the old females now remains

~

OKated 49 years ol

Long term decision about keeping
Elephants at Blackpool zoo was required?




O Blackpool Zoo

PROJECT
ELEPHANT

Project Elephant is Blackpool zoos long term
commitment to Elephants. It focuses on a multr
faceted approach to the continuous improvement
of the zoos captive population of Elephants, their
long-term management, breeding and welfare
needs, with special focus on their physiological
and phycological wellbeing..
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Key Decision:

1. Secure the future of Elephants at Blackpool zoo — long term!

2. Endangered species in the wild — Blackpool zoo linked to conservation project in Sri Lanka (BECT).

3. Current facility was over 40 years old — not considered adequate to keep this species in a modern day zoo.

4. Very political species with much external pressure — need for best practice with this species is essential.

5. lconic and High profile Zoo species — very popular with the visitors (part of the parks history & branding — logo).
6. Extend the visitor footprint of the park (open up another 1.2ha of park land to the visitor).

7. New emphasis will also be put on the parks Dinosaur facility (entrance/exit through this area).

8. Secondary spend (Catering) development opportunity near to the entrance/exit of this new facility (Nawala).

9. Allow for continued visitor growth.

10. Allow for potential future development in the (current) Elephant facility, maintaining future organic growth
opportunities in the park.



Planning & Development

t 4 Years in the planning
1 13 months construction d completed August 2017
T First Elephant moved in October 2017

t Public opening Easter 2018




