BLACKPOOL BUSINESS LEADERSHIP GROUP

Business Partnerships Report i September 27, 2019

Section 1: General News

BEST IN THE LANBGAIN!

.fEF Ol L2t Qa {0
been voted UK Park Ohe s
Year for the second year
running.
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The park won the prestigious
accolade after securing an
unprecedented 36,832 votes
from the public.

The Grade Il listed park, whighrenowned for its bandstand, boating laket, deco cafe and
Italian gardensbeat off competition from more than 360 parks across the UK in the
competition organised by the charity, Fields In Trust.

Among the messages received was one from the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge who
tweeted their congratulations.

Note: Many thanks to all those members of the BBLG who voted!

TOWN DEAL
The Government has announced that Blackpool is one of 100 places to be invited to draw up
plans to improve economic growth via a Town Deal.

Through the Blackpool Pride Of Place Partngrshie Council has been lobbying the
Government for the development of such a deal to help deliver lasting and sustainable
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was published towards the end of last year.

A Town Deal could be worth up to £25m of capital funding for the reSbs.
announcement was made by the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, when he pledged more than
£3.5bn to rejuvenate deprived towns.

ROYAL VISIT

The Countess of Wessex is to visit Grand Theatre and The Blackpool Tower on Tuesday 1
October to mark the 125anniversary of botlvenues. She will also vi$itVision the

Blackpool, Fylde & Wyre Society For The Blind, based at Squires Gate.
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OLYMPIC MEDATOMES HOME

The first Olympigold medal won by a British
female swimmer from Blackpool at the 1924
Paris Olympics has been successfully secure
by Blackpool Council at auction.

Significant parts of the personal archives and
medal collection of the renowned Blackpool §
swimmer and Olymign athlete Lucy Morton
gAtft y26 FAYR I K2YS
and Heritage Service.
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After setting world records for the 15@ard backstroke and 20¢ard breaststrokel_ucy
went on to a&hieve Olympian glory in Paris.

The acquisition ensures that her collection remains in the public domain and will be brought
back to Blackpool where Lucy lived for over 70 years.

The collection was atsk of being dispersedhut Blackpool Council was able to secure 18
f 20a Ay OdadyRpicyDblondn(l82@ gold radal which she woin the 200yard
breaststroke event, and various other iteimgludingphotographs, swimming certificase
books, letters, programmes angwspaper articles.

The total hammer pce for all lots including theadd medal was £12,255. The funding has
come from Blackpool Council and a grant from the Blackpool Civic Trust.

The archive will now be housed at the History Centre at Blackpool Ceittraty which
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When Lucy retired from competitive swimming, she taught local amldo swim in
Blackpool AcommemorativeBlue Plaquén her honoumwas unveiled by Blackpool Civic
Trust in 2012 on the front of Blackpool Town Hall.

STANLEY PARK GOLF CLUB
A £45m plan is being developed to buidton pn K2f ARIF & f 2R3IS& FyR GKS
Adrenalin World attraction on part of the municipal golf course at Stanley Park.

Under the plans, the east side of the existing course would be split into two developments
the family lodges and assated facilities, as well asfagship Adrenalin World attraction
managed and operated by a&nnis star and leisure entrepreneur, David Lloyd. That would
includezip-wires, gokarting, themed mingolf, climbing walls and virtual reality rooms.

The west side would be developeddra ninehole course, with statef-the-art practice
facilities, withLJ- NIi A Odzf I NJ SYLKIF aA& o0SAy3 L} I OSR
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Holmes Investment Properties has been named as the peddridder to develop the site.
Thenew development is expected to create up todpbs.



NEWTRAINS UNVEILED e
Northern Rail has unveiled its neslectric ‘ﬁ i
trainsthat will eventuallyserve routes 28 B
between Blackpool, York, Liverpool and s |

Hazel Grove 3 =5

Northern, who have sponsored part of
Blackpool llluminations this yeanvited \
theLf f dzYAYy I 1A2yaQ ONEE
Laurenced_lewelyn Bowen to North Station
to welcome thearrival of thefirst of the

Chss331trains, part of a £500m investment imore than 100 new trains.

The Blackpool to Liverpool diresgrvicebecamethe first route to benefit from the new
trains, which offer air conditioning, free fij charging points at every seat and-board
information screens. Services to York and Hazel Guavéllow.

At the same timeb 2 NJi K S NJ/ @i beling rétigeddhdnits have been removed from
some services operating from Blackpool South. The majority of Pacers across the north will
no longer be in service by the end of the year

Each yeamearly 1.5 million people every year travel by train to and from Blackpool

WEST COASINE
A new partnership has been appointed to operéithe West Coast Main Lineeplacing Virgin
Trains.

First Trenitalia, a joint venture between FirstGroup dmdnitalia UK, will take over the
route from December 8 this yeaFhe operators are promising to provide new trains, more
seat availability, simplified fares and more frequent services.

LYAGALFE SyljdzANRSE adzZa3Sad wlbé unaffede®lyltlid 2 f Qa RA N
change in operator

NEW GYM KIT
Blackpool Council has invested £200,008ew gym equipment and improved facilitias
Blackpool Sports Centre at Stanley Park.

The work includes modernisation of the male and female charayiegs and installation of
new fitness equipment that will make the centre the first in the North West to offer a state
of-the-art eGym systenilhe system incorporates an easy to use strength circuit aimed at
delivering health benefits through two 3@inute workouts per week.

SEA CHANGE CONFERENCE
Blackpool welcomed 60 speakers from 13 different countriemntanternational conference
on climate change andehitage at the Winter Gardens.

The Sea Change conference forms part of the work that Blackpoati{Cmujointly
undertaking with the World Monuments Fund to look at how to cope with the climate
change challenges faced by the three piers and how the Council can work with owners,
statutory agencies and Central Government to secure a more sustainabie far them.



Section 2: Visitor Economy

LUCY, STAR OF THE SHOW

Awardwinning actress Lucy Fallon made a short trip from the cobbles of Coronation Street to
her home town of Blackpool to switch on the 2019 Illuminations.

Lucy pulled theswitch in front of thousands of people on th
Tower Festival Headlandriggering a burst of fireworks a
the top of The Blackpool Tower to herald the start of ¢
nights of Illuminations.

At 23, Lucy becanhe youngest ever Swite@n star.

The SwitcHOn was part of a fouhour concert, delivered in
association with MTV and featuring performances frg
Busted, Diversity, Becky Hill, Nina Nesbitt, Sigma and R3
& Varski.

There were also special guest appearances by the Flake RS
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Coverage of the SwiteBn event spaned more than 150 media titles across the UK including
extensive coverage in several national newspapedmagazinegnd on ITV news channels.

The extraordinary drone photograph of the fireworks going off at the top of The Tower at the
SwitchOn momen was taken by Gregg Wolstenholme.



AIR SHOW
.t 01 L2 2t Qday Air ghowzl 1
was badly affected by extreme weathel
conditions, with the first day cancelled
and the second daguffering from the
loss of the Breitling Jet Team, who wer
due to headlinghe show.

One of the Frenclhased team reported
serious technical problems as they ;
headed across the English Channel on
their way to Blackpool and they were
forced to turn back.

The Blades Aerobatic Team, which includes a number of former Red Arrows pilots, including
the first and only femal&ed Arrows pilot, stepped o provide the show finale.

They also produced some stunning images of their aerobatic stunts over thedaish S

LANCASHIRE TOURISM AWARDS

Blackpool is to host the 2019 Lancashire Tourism Awards later this year. The event, which
will bring in more than 400 attendees, will be staged by Marketing Lancashire at the
Pleasure Beach Arena on Thursday 7 NovemberBl4skpool will be the host sponsor.
Tickets for the event will be availatd¢ Lancashiretourismawards.com
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BIBAs once again staged at the Tower Ballreanlier ths month with around 1,000
attendees from businesses across the region.

NEWTOWERHEART

The Blackpool Tower has got a brand new illuminated heart in it§ higthday year. The
giant heart on the front of the structure was rebuilt andfiged with new-style light nodes
in time for the 2019 llluminations Switgbn.

It is part of a gradual replacement of the lighting on the Tower legs aimed at reducing the
number of faults caused by exposure to extreme weather conditions and salt air. For the
OdzNNBy G LftdzvAylidAzya aSrazys GKS ¢Sad ¥I 0OS
with the Tower top and the heart.

The replacement of lighting on all facesTdfe Tower will follow from next year subject to
successful testing of the new nodes on the heart over the coming months
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WORLD FIREWORKS

The annual World Fireworks
championships are
underway, with free displays
being staged over four
successivéridays in
September.

The first display of
pyrotechnics was staged by
Estonia, followed by current
titte-holders Canada and
then Ukraine. The fourth, a
showcase by Titanium
Fireworks, will be held on
the evening of Friday 27
September.

Caroline James#

Throughout thecompetition, Titanium has been inviting people to post pictures, with the
winners invited on to North Pier for a prime viewing spot. The firaner was Caroline
James with @hoto (shownabove) taken during the Estonian display.

STRICTLY TAMARBIN

A sa of twins atBlackpool Zoo have been i
named in honour of Strictly Come Dancir
StarsAljaz and Janette.

TheEmperor Tamarins were given the ,
names after being born while the dancing ;
duo were filming at the attretion -
for/ KI yySf pQs&eZoad 2 [}

Thedocumentary series was highlighting
the work that the zoo undertakes with
endangered Asian elephants.

RAINBOW LANDINGS
ey N Blackpool Zoo has opened Rainbow Landings, a new
walk-through aviary thats home to more than 30

Rainbow Lorikeets.

Visitors can purchase nectar to hand feed the small
parrots that are native to Australia.

Rainbow Landings is open at selected times during
the year.



BLACKPOOL CENTRAL
Negotiations with the developers of the £300m Blackpool Central leisure scheme have
reachedthe next stage
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Heads of érmshave beeragreed for the lease of the lanwhich means that work on the
submission of a planning application can now get underway.
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will bring worb-class visitor attractions to thendmarkCentral Statiorsite on the famous

Golden Mile along with new hotels, restaurants, food market, esgpiare, residential

apartments and multstorey parking.

The masterplan for the longwaited redevelopment is inspired I§hariots Of The Goda
global publishing phenomenon written by Swiss author Erich Von Déaniken that explores alien
encounters and urdved mysteries of ancient civilisations.

RETURN OF UDO

The UDO Street Dan@hampionshipseturned to the Winter Gardens over the August Bank
Holiday weekend, bringing thousands of young dancers and their families into the resort.
The event was stagedser four days.

NEW FESTIVALS
Two new festivals took place at the Winter Gardens during September.

The inaugural British Country Music Festival took place over three days, with headline
performances by leading British artists including Ward Tho@atherine McGrath and
Sarah DarlingThe second event is already planned for Septembgyr 2020.

The following week saw the inaugural FAM festival, a celebration of Food, Art and Music,
which included three days of activities including food demos byitgachefs, Aldo Zilli and
JeanChristophe Novelliart and craft workshops, the rock show One Night Of Queen, and a
festival finale featuring 500 local choir singers performing with West End star, Ben Forster.



FIFTH FLOOR

Merlin Entertainments has openéts
latest attraction within The Blackpool
Tower.

The Fifth Floor incorporates a family bar,
circusthemed arcade and a virtual reali
rollercoaster.

There will also be free live entertainment
every weekend.

TOURISM SOCIETY

The Tourism Sociestaged its annual tourism symposium at the Winter Gardens. More than

100 delegates gathered in the resort for the conference, which explored climate change,
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Mills.

Thedelegates took part in a number of study tours including the Blackpool Tower and
Pleasure Beach.

LIGHTPOOL RETURNS
.1 O1 LI 2vinidg LighfpboNBRstival is returning this
October halfterm with two weeks of free entertainment.

The festival, whih will take place between October 11 and 26,
will provide a mix of live performance and ligtased art TIVAL
installations including a replica planet Earth in The Tower ‘ ZeRcEIE
Balroom, the world premiere of a largscale Sun in the Winter | e
Gardens and a display ofgi illuminated seesaws Yy { (i
Square

The programme also includes the return of the Carnival of thead
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light-based shows; 3D projections dime front of The Tower
building; and a towrtentre art trail.

For full details, go to visitblackpool.com/lightpoolfestival

BIG BLUE AWARD
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Excellence for the fifth year in a row. This follows on from thielhoeing named the second
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The TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence honours select accommodations, attractions and
restaurants that consistently demonstrate a commitmiéo hospitality excellence.



VALHALLA
The iconic Valhalla attraction Btackpool Pleasure Beach has been narnest water ride in
the world for the fifth successive year

Representatives from amusement and wate
parksaround the worldgathered at
Silverwood Amusement Park in Idaho, USA
for the annualGolden Tickets Awards ,
ceremony, which recognises the very best i

the amusement industry. '

The £15m ridevas opened in 2000 and has |
been thrilling visitors to the park ever since
with its mix of amazing special effects,
including fire and snow

THEATRE OF LIGHT
An exciting new partnership with an international entertainment company has brought a
Vegasstyle light show to Blackpool Promenade.

Working in association with designeaurence LlewelyBowen, 4Wall Entertainment has
GNF YyAF2NY¥SR (KS ¢KSIFGNB 5Q! Y2dz2NJ aK2g GAGKAY (K
for cutting-edge lighting and video technology.
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staged in aspeciallymade unit on the promeade close to South Pier. It will be in operation
until November 3 with four shows per evening every 15 minutes on the hour.

LIVE FROM BLACKPOOL

Radio 2's All Star Paiity heading to
Blackpool for a live broadcast on Saturda
28 September.

Trevor Nelson, Craig Charles and Ana
Matronic will braadcast their shows live
from the Empress Ballroom in the Winter
Gardens presenting a spectacular night of
soul, R&B and dance music.

The showswill feature live performances from Beverley Knight, The Brand New Heavies, The
Shapeshifters and The Fantasy Funk Band featuring guest vocalists Heather Small and
Roachford.

Doors will open at 7prbefore the live nusic broadcast begins at 8pnmulFdetaik are
available abbc.co.uk/radio?



https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio2

VAMPIRE BEACH
Blackpool Pleasure Beach is to stage more than two weeks of Halloween activities next
month as the theme park takes on a new identity as Vampire Ple&aaeh!

Between October 12 and 31, the park will host various events includingRfteNJ & F NB | |
y A 3 Kfiv&ia dnema with Halloweetdt KSYSR Y2@ASasz |yR OKAf RNByQa
Nickelodeon LandOn Saturday 26 October, there will be costume charactieesmusic,

late-night riding and fireworks.

COMING SOON

All You Need Is Love

VIVA Blackpool has launched a new Beatles musical for the autumn season. All You Need Is
Loveg The Discovery of Beatlemania, celebrates the lives and careers of Johrt; &agle

and Ringo. The show is running throughout September and October.

SLIMEFEST
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19-21. The shows, which sold out within weeks of going on sale, are a joint venture with

+AaArd. £ 1 O LI 2up idcludesnbisic ared $Valaiiiom the\UK Bindmerica.

Buddyc¢ The Buddy Holly Story
The iconic musical returns to Blackpool Grand Theatre from Octob26 22 part ofa 30"
anniversary UK tour.

Kinky Boots
Feelgood musical with music by Gramraward winning singer, Cyndi Lauper, will run at
Blackpool Opera House from Octobet 4.

Calendar Girlg The Musical
Awardwinning musical written by Gary Barlow and Tim Ficthmes to the Opera House
from October 1519.

NEWSHOWINED UFOR 2020
A number of shows have already been announcedhier2020 season.

The latest is The Sound Of Music, which will be staged at the Opera House, over the
February halterm from February 12. Other shows already confirmed include:

We Will Rock You, Januanl 6, Opera House

Curtains, A Musical WhoduithMarch 37, Opera House

Billionaire Boy, March 115, Opera House

Royal Shakespeare Company, MarckApsil 4, Grand Theatre
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